community also began to reevaluate its economic, cultural, and political positions in America. What does it mean to be Korean American in multiethnic and multiracial America? The Korean American community has come a long way as it continues to become part of the multiethnic and multiracial city of Los Angeles and beyond. These are some of the questions that this paper intends to discuss and address.
During the LA riots of 1992, Korean-immigrant-owned stores were targeted by African American rioters. Many black business owners displayed "black-owned" signs in front of their stores hoping to prevent rioters from mistaking their shops as Korean owned. The targeting of Koreans during the riots was a result of the historical so-called "Korean-African-American conflict" which emerged as a visible and urgent urban problem during the 1980s and the early 1990s. For example, racial tension was heightened when a number of black youths were killed by a Latino gang in the LA Harbor area during the late 1980s and the early 1990s. The heightened inter-ethnic tension among minority groups not only challenged the traditional white-black race relations paradigm during that time but also demands new visions and institutional reforms in our society today.
From Black-White to Multiethnic Paradigm
As an influx of immigrants dramatically shifts the demographics of major metropolitan cities such as New York and Los Angeles away from white majority to white minority-and neighborhoods with no ethnic majority-the multiplicity of races and ethnicities challenges traditional thinking about race relations in terms of black and white.
The state of race relations today is so fragile and polarized that maybe we are one incident away from another eruption as the Table 1 ). According to a Pew Research report released in June 2012, "Asian Americans are the 5) A stand-your-ground law states that a person may use force in self-defense when there is reasonable belief of a threat, without an obligation to retreat first. According to the U.S. Census (1990) , the City of Los Angeles had become truly multiracial and multiethnic: the Latino population constituted 40 percent, whites 37 percent, African Americans 13 percent, Asian Americans 9 percent and Native Americans 1 percent.
As of 2010, the City of Los Angeles has become truly a minority majority city as the Latino population increased to 48.5% while whites declined to 28.7%. Asian Americans comprise 11.3% and the African American population dwindled to 9.6% in 2010. Adding to the long-standing conflict-ridden relationship between African Americans and the white majority, dramatic demographic shifts in the last twenty years have led to polarization among racial and ethnic groups, particularly among minority groups (i.e., Korean-African American, Latino-African American, and Asian-Latino).
In particular, the Korean-African-American conflict emerged as one of the most visible and urgent problems of urban America as conflict 
Characteristics of the Korean American Community
During the past forty years, the Korean American population and community has increased dramatically. As table 1 
Sa-I-Gu
Historically, most of the US media has portrayed Asian Americans in general as the "model minority," forcing them into the role of the "middleman minority." This image pits Asian Americans against other minority groups and has fueled resentment particularly toward Korean
Americans. By praising Korean immigrant merchants in Los Angeles
as a shining example for other minorities to emulate, the press, before Sa-i-gu, implied that African Americans had no one but themselves to blame for their circumstances. Both the "model minority" and the "middleman minority" concepts imply racial stratification, creating a three-tier system with whites on the top, Asians in the middle, and Latinos and blacks at the bottom. As rates, police brutality, and racial discrimination were the main causes of Sa-i-gu. Twenty years ago, many observers described Los Angeles as "a keg of dynamite ready to explode" anytime. The Los Angeles civil unrest of 1992 brought major social issues to the surface: racism, class, language, culture, new immigrants, violence, crime, the urban underclass, and ethnic tribalism; but these forces have never been addressed or even discussed not only by the powers that be but by the established minority leadership or new ethnic power elites.
Reflections on Twenty Years Since the LA Riots
Twenty years later, Los Angeles is still divided along racial and ethnic lines and struggling. We have not made any substantial changes and improvements with the structural conditions that caused the LA riots of 1992. Although we are far more accepting of differences and tolerant toward others, it seems that we have a long way to go to improve race relations. We do just enough to get along.
And yet we do not hear much about the so-called "black-Korean conflict" twenty years later. There seem to be several reasons for this 
Conclusion
As we commemorate the 20th anniversary of Sa-i-gu, this is an opportune time to launch dialogue among diverse communities, and engage in serious policy formulation on how to address the socio-economic, racial, and political conditions we face today. Some aspects of this work may already be in progress, but now it is time to act for change.
Korean 
Key Words
LA riots, Sa-i-gu, multiculturalism, Korean American, race relations
